
Dear parents, carers and children, 
 

Our country dancers did our school proud on Saturday at Shorwell Midsummer 

Fair, and they delighted the crowd with their dances: Pat-a-Cake Polka, I Want 

to be Near You and Oxo Reel. The windy, blustery conditions didn't put them 

off (although it did mean that we couldn't perform the maypole dance,          

unfortunately). They enjoyed an ice lolly at the end, as a thank you for their hard work (and for committing    

themselves to lunchtime rehearsals for the past few weeks). Well done to all of them! What superstars you are!  
 

Reception Bumblebees have been green-fingered recently. Although their potato 

plants didn’t do too well over the dry half term break, this week they dug up 62 

new potatoes of all shapes and sizes! They steamed them with a little mint from 

the garden and enjoyed them, with or without butter. Visit our Facebook page for 

more photos and the children’s quotes about how delicious they found them. 
 

Friday was Y1/2’s final lesson in their History unit: Which monarch was the most historically     

significant - Queen Elizabeth I or Queen Victoria? They discussed the reasons why each was        

significant and in pairs, children wrote the reasons down for each queen. Then they had a debate, 

followed by a secret ballot. Visit our Facebook page to find out the results!  
 

Our Y6s had a fantastic time on their London residential. We packed a lot in to the three days: 

Natural History Museum, London Eye, river cruise, self-guided sight-seeing walking tour, Matilda, 

and Legoland! The children were fantastic ambassadors for our school, and we all enjoyed every 

minute of it. Well done to all for making the trip so pleasurable and memorable. See our            

Facebook page for all the details and more photos (thank you to Mr Goldsmith for being our photographer)! 
 

The BSA are holding their next meeting on Monday 24th June. Please do come along; all are welcome. See p6 for 

more details. 
 

Have a fabulous weekend, and see you all in Monday. With best wishes, Mrs Lennon and the Brighstone team 

Learning and Achieving Through 

Love, Courage and Respect 

This week, we have been thinking about ‘Not Hiding the Truth’. 

The children watched a story called ‘The Truth 

According to Arthur’, in which Arthur and the 

truth were not the best of friends. Arthur tried 

to stretch, bend and hide the truth to prevent 

his mum from finding out that he had accidently 

scratched her car while riding his big brother’s 

bike, which he had been told not to… 

 

In the end, he realised that honesty was the best policy and owned up to it. His mum for-

gave him, because he told the truth (but he was not to ride his big brother’s bike again!). 

 

 

 

Dear God, 

Please help us to tell the truth, 

To never steal or cheat, 

Or hide from the things that we have done 

wrong. 

Give us the strength to be 

brave and honest 

So that we can be the best 

versions of ourselves. 

Amen. 

Three things cannot long be 

hidden: the sun, the moon 

and the truth. 

Buddha 



School Dinners 
Children in Year R, 1 and 2 are entitled to a ‘universal’ free school meal everyday.  

Children in Years 3-6 are charged at £2.90 per day.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Safeguarding 
 

If you have a concern about a child you can call the 
police on 999 if you feel they are at risk of  

immediate harm 

You can contact the NSPCC: 
 

Or call children’s services 0300 300 0117 

   Poetry Corner 
 

 
 
 
 

Reading Recommendations 
Each week we will include a book recommendation 

from a child and/or adult. 

 

This week, Bram recommends: The Count of  
Monte Cristo - Children’s version 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Attendance Matters! 

Week Commencing 17th June 2024 

Whole School attendance target: 96.5% 

      

 Actual Attendance: 95.22 

Late marks this week: 7 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/

live-well/is-my-child-

too-ill-for-school/ 

 

It’s a really good book and it’s 

fun to read. I like to read it in 

the car but you don’t have to. 

It’s a bit scary but exciting. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Week 1 

Pizza Beef Burger BBQ Chicken Turkey Lasagne Fish Fingers Option 1 

BBQ Quorn Fillet Vegetarian Burger Cheese Ploughman's Veggie Chilli Quorn Dippers Option 2 

Dessert Crispy Bar/Fruit Jelly Cake Ice Cream Flapjack 



Bumblebee Ellis for his enthusiasm and hard work in RWI lessons.  Bram for his love of learn-
ing, shown in his reading this week and when thinking very carefully about 
texts. Bethan for her fantastic manners and ability to be relied upon if a job needs 
doing. Holly for her love of learning in Maths, and perseverance in her Maths quiz. 

Honeybee Quinn for creating an amazing plant in Science and discussing the features so    
precisely. Sammy for excellent participation in Maths. 

Ivy bee Poppy J for thinking outside the box in Computing. Excellent understanding of  
Micro:bit coding. Lucy W for always coming in with a cheerful smile and willing to 
help with any task needed.   

Sports Bee Alexander for doing a great job after filling in at the last minute for the Year 5&6 
school cricket team.  

Behaviour Bee Charlie for doing the right thing when it is not easy.   

Other Country Dancers: Bethan, Holly, Tristan, Alyssa, Helena, Ruby, Alice, Freddie K, 
Lilli, Martha, Anna, Poppy J, Tom and Izzy.  
Easter Card Design winners: Freddie K, Ruby, Holly, Jacob, Toby W, Devon 



Social, Emotional & Mental Health 





 

The meeting will be held in Mrs Baker’s classroom, 

and a Zoom link has been shared for those who can’t 

attend in person. See the email for further                

information. All welcome! 







School Day Timings 

The school day is as follows: 

8.25am: Gates open 

8.30am: School starts 

3pm: School ends 

3.10pm: Gates close 

Many thanks. 

Please be reminded that all children need to wear the correct PE kit on PE days. 

The correct PE kit is also needed for sports clubs. 

Socks and hair accessories must be in the school colours. 



Key dates this year 
 
 

 

2023-2024 academic year 

 

 

• Friday 5th July: Sports Day  

• Tuesday 9th July: Transition Day 

• Friday 12th July: Y6 Leavers’ Service at Portsmouth Cathedral 

• Friday 12th July: Reports go home 

• Tuesday 16th July: Parents Evening 3.15pm - 6pm 

• Friday 19th July: Sports Day (back-up day) 

• Friday 19th July: Summer Sizzler 

• Monday 22nd July: Science Day 

• Wednesday 24th July: Forest Day 

• Thursday 25th July: Last day of term; Y6 Leavers’ Service in St Mary’s Church 

• Friday 26th July: School closed for staff development day 

 

Term dates are also available on our school website. 

 

STOP PRESS: School Term Dates for 2024-2025 
 

Please note that the school will be closed on the following days in the next academic 

year: 
 

Day 1: Monday 2nd September 2024 

Day 2: Tuesday 3rd September 2024 

Day 3: Monday 2nd June 2025 

Day 4: Monday 28th July 2025 

Day 5: Tuesday 29th July 2025 

 

Term dates are available on our school website:  

https://www.brighstoneprimary.org.uk/calendar/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.brighstoneprimary.org.uk/calendar/

